
THU COMPTROLLER GENERAL
DEUIUIOl N DP. ) oL THE UNITurui UTATrE0 $ ^ WAMHINOTON b. D.°.*054U

FILE: 3-209778 UATE: December 15, 1982
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DIGEST:

In general, GAO will not review a protest
that an agency should procure an item from
a particular firm (oricginal equipment man-
ufacturer) on a sole-source basis. DAR
5 1-313(c) does not preclude the consid-
eration of proposals from unapproved
sources which can qualify their products
under testing procedures.

Ingersoll-Rand Company (Ingersoll) protests a
competitive solicitation by the Defense Logistics Agency for
shaft sleeves for auxiliary sea water pumps on Navy
submarines.

Ingersoll complains that the contracting officer, by
setting the solicitation aside for small business and not
restricting the solicitation to vendors who have satisfac-
torily furnished shaft sleeves in the past will obtain parts
that could cause severe performance problems. In effect,
Ingersoll contends the parts should be procured on a sole-
source basis from itself under Defense Acquisition
Regulation (DAR) S 1-313(c).

We dismiss the protest.

The objective of the General Accounting Office bid
protest function is to insure full and free competition for
Government contracts. In general, this Office will not
review a protest that agency should procure an item from a
particular firm an a sole-source basis. Ingersoll-Rand
Company, B-203727, July 2, 1981, 81-2 CPD 61 Holsonic!"
Inc., B-192414, October 17, 1978, 78-2 CPD 282.

Moreover, the protester's reliance on DAR S 1-313(c) is
misplaced. Although DAR S 1-313(c) permits a procuring
activity to solicit "only from sources that have satisfac-
torily manufactured or furnished such parts in the past," it
does not preclude the consideration of proposals from unap-
proved sources which can qualify their products under test--
ing procedures. In fact, the overall policy of DAR 5 1-313
requires the procurement of spare parts on a competitive
basis when feasible. Ingersoll-Rand Company, B-205256f
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November lie 1981, 81-2 CPD 4061 Rotair Industries; D. Moody
& Co., Inc;, B-190392, December 13,- 1978, 58 Comp. Gen, 149,
15T-5, 78-2 CPD 410.

The protest is dismissed.

Harry R. Van Cleve
Acting General Counsel




